CT-guided stereotactic biopsies of lesions in the medulla and a case of Leigh's disease.
CT-guided stereotactic biopsy of lower brain stem lesions in 7 consecutive cases is discussed. A frontal transincisural approach was used. Five patients had astrocytomas histologically. The single patient who had undergone empirical radiation therapy prior to tissue diagnosis revealed only necrosis. One patient was found to have pathology suggestive of Leigh's disease. This patient was not radiated and is the first alive adult to have this diagnosis confirmed. Although controversy still exists in the management of brain stem lesions, we intend to demonstrate the value of tissue diagnosis in the management of such lesions.